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There is extensive literature on the concept of the 

WEFE nexus, but the tools to support its 

implementation in policy-making are 

still not well developed

WEFE nexus
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Why system thinking?

Ford A. Modelling the Environment: An introduction to Systems Dynamics Modeling. 1999

• Systemic thinking is the ability to see the world as a complex system in 
which everything is connected to everything else

• It helps us understand and analyze complex problems

• It allows us to see how different systems develop at different points in time

• It is a communication tool



Why Archetypes?

• They are common system structures that produce characteristic 
behavior patterns.

• They aim to understand the patterns that determine how 
different systems behave, interact, and influence each other.

Meadows D. Thinking in Systems (2010)

“When subjected to the same system structure, people, even with different 
profiles, tend to produce similar results”
Peter S. The Fifth Discipline (1990)

REMEMBER THAT 
EVERYTHING YOU 

KNOW AND 
EVERYTHING 

EVERYONE KNOWS 
ARE MODELS





Growth and Underinvestment



Shifting the burden



Leverage point for resolving the archetype
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Leverage point for resolving the archetype
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